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peaceful agriculturists and sat down to enjoy
nature's bounties; but they were not left long in
peace* A fresh invading race came to rob them
of their possessions which a life of luxury and ease
unfitted them to defend.
The fame of Mysore reached the ears of the
Muhammadan rulers of Delhi, and in A.D. 1810
a large Musuhnan army came south raiding and
pillaging, burning and destroying as they marched,
Their loot was fabulous, and they went back laden
with gold and jewels.
In time the country revived and its prosperity
returned. This time its splendour centred at
Vijayanagar, the seat of government of the Hindu
kings. Again the cupidity of the northern Muham-
nuidans was excited by tales of the magnificence
of the capital They gathered another big army
and descended on the unfortunate state, sacked
Vijayanagar, and broke up the last of the Hindu
Kingdoms of Mysore.
The state, which was of much greater extent
than in the present day, was divided among vassal
chiefs who swore fealty to the Moghul. One of
these was Shahji, a Mahratta, the father of the
famous SivajL Through him a Mahratta element
was introduced, and it spread to the plains as far